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CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

" ®Grabascrew-
driver and wander
the entire house,
tightening loose

' screws ondoors,
drawers, cabinetry
\and furniture.

@Conductahome |

inventory for
insurance purposes.
1. Walk through the
house and garage
and record all your
belongings witha
camera or camcorder.
2.Store

(worse) tear.

' photos or

| video-

 tapesinanother
place, like the in-
laws’ house or a safe-

_deposit box.

WINTER: HIRE FAIR-WEATHER HELP

" @Checkaround

washer, fridgeand
dishwasher for leaks,
‘and replace hoses if
they showsigns
- of wearand

30%

‘ @Calltoarrangean
annual central air-
conditionerservice

visitin April. You'll

_ save as much as $100

by calling before

$100 hot weatherhits.

of water-damage claims

inahomearetiedtoa
majorappliance.

‘ /.Pullfridge and

freezeraway from
wallsand vacuum
condenser coils
sothatthe
appliances cool
more efficiently.
Have cats or dogs?

. Thendo this twice
. ayear.

Planning to have your home’s exterior
painted over the summer?

Call now, not later,

toschedule the job ontime.

/.Clean range-H&J&x /'.Inspectgroutan.&\‘ 3

filter. Grease build-
up candamage the
fan motorand plug
the ductwork and can
be afire hazard when
panfrying. Twicea
year: Run the filter
through the dish-
washerand
spritz cleaner
onfanblades.

54 January2006 Money

caulk around tubs,
sinksand showers.
Chipoutand replace
if seals are cracked or
missing to keep

- water from seeping
underfloors.
$§$s2tos$20for

materials

: /QAssembIe (or

- review) your family’s
disaster supply kit.
LI First-aid gear

- (1 Battery-operated

radio
1 Canned juices

. [ Visitredcross.org

. foracompletelist. |

: OStormgﬁrewood\

close toaback door
forthe winter freeze? |
Move the wood at
least 30 feet away
from the house. It
- can attract termites
\in warm weather.

Eyeball house’s
brickand mortarfor

' cracks or crumbling

from winter freezes.
Fill gaps as needed.
(Whileyou'reatit,
check walkways and
driveways for similar
freeze damage.)

PRO At Jeast $200
aday

piY Instructions at
quikrete.com and

bonsal.com

"= Orderfirewood

for next winter.

You can often buy it
for less this time of
year. Plus, the extra
months of summer
will help season the
wood. Unseasoned,
it can spark chimney

fires.

Save |
20%

" ®Checkbasement |
sump pump before
spring rains to make
sureit'llworkinthe
event of flooding.

piY Pour water into
the pumpsilo to

raise the float and
activate the motor.

I : I CURB APPEAL

For healthier
grass, aerate
your lawns
beforefertilizing
andreseeding.
PRO $108 per
5,000 square feet
of lawn

DIy $70 aday to
rent an aerator

@ Furniture
@ Floor coverings

<

® Gardening supplies
and equipment
® Mowers

 call a contractor.

" ©Replacebatteries
| onsmokeand

| carbon monoxide

- detectorswhen

| clocks spring forward

fordaylight saving
time. (In2007, DST

 movestoMarch.)

Inspect crawl
space or basement
floorsand walls after
heavy rains for water
stains or pooling.
Portable dehumidi-
fiers ($50to $75) can
helpdry out spacesin
some cases. If damp

'@ Examine outdoor |

, Useasmallawl to

conditions persist,

Paint
Wallpaper

Do you need pest d
control? Inspect the
ground around foun-
dation walls for signs
of termites, such as
tunnels ordirt
bridges. Contactan
exterminator if you
suspect termites or

$130 for cleaning

- @ Replaceair-

_otherbug problems.

wood structures—
posts, railings,
windowsills—for
signs of deteriora-
tion, especially rot.

¢ probe for soft spots.

Major appliances
Poolsand gear

Cleanandseal
wood decks during
asunnystretch.
When the deckis dry,
apply deck cleaner
and scrub; next day,
apply deck sealer.
Also, if nails are pop-
ping up, consider
replacing them with

galvanized screws.

"oScheduleannual |

chimney cleaning
(every two years if
you don’t use your

fireplace frequently). |

The cost is typically
lower about now.
$§$$30to $50 foran
inspection; $60 to

conditioningand
heatingfilters to
boost energy
efficiency. At least
twice aseason.

$$s10t0s25adozen

Hose down your
house’s exterior.
Wash away grime
withan ordinary
gardenhoseanda
mild detergent.
(Pressure-washers
can harm exterior
finishes.) Be on the
lookout for winter

o

.damageto siding.

Homeimprove-
ment materials
Stormwindows

By
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@ Inspect roof eaves

forwaterstains(a

sign of leakage). Use

binoculars if neces-

sary. Also scan for:

[ Cracksin roofing

LI Loose or missing
shingles or loose
granuleson
asphalt shingles

LI Shifting of metal
flashing in roof
valleys and around
chimneys

LI Cracked skylights

® Call heating
service and schedule
the system’sannual
checkup before the
busy fall season.
§$s60tos150

@ Clean gutters.
Check for damage,
and use a hose to flush
summer debris from
downspouts.Consider
adding leaf guards
that allow fall leaves
toslide off easier.

§$ Starts at $60
fora2,200-square-

_foot home

CURB APPEAL

U Nestsinpowerfans & @5

Dispose of old
paintsand solvents.
They’re too flamma-
ble to store. Check
with local agencies
ondisposal rules.

Gotaseptictank?
Haveitinspected
annually for,uh,issues
and pumped every
three tofive years.
$§$s50tos1s0to
inspect; $150 to $175

_topump

Topreventdrain
clogsthat’ll require

aplumber i
(orworse), 15t02
remove drain [,
traps under

sinks and wipe their
innards clean. Twice
yearly. An easy how-
to guide can be found
_atmrrooter.com.

Fans
Air conditioners
Major appliances

@ Barbecues
» Patio furniture

diynetwork.com.

RIP AND SAVE

EREER (LT

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

®Vacuum dust from )

vents, baseboard
heaters and cold-air
returns to aid heating
system. If youdon’t
remove and store
window ACs, then
cover with plasticto
protect them during
winterand prevent
heated airfrom

escaping your home.

Weekend project!
If winter brings snow
and ice your way,
apply a coat of epoxy
to the garage floor to
help prevent road
saltfrom eating holes
inthe concrete.
$$ Rust-Oleum

garagefloorkit: $60 |

Drainand refill
hot-water heater
onceayeartokeepit
fully functional. Also:
1. Test the water
heater's tempera-
ture/pressure relief

o valve,asshownin

the manufacturer’s
instructions.

2. If little or no water
flows out
orthe
reliefvalve
doesn’tshut
off, replace
itassoonas possible.
PRO $60 to $150
DIy Search for
“water-heater
maintenance” on

@ Lawnandgarden
equipment

' @®Examineweather-
strippingand caulk
around doorsand
windows. Replace
worn or damaged
material that’s no
longer blocking air.
$$ About45¢ a foot

_agesquirrel visits.

"@Clean gutters and |
downspouts again.
Also, trim tree

branchesandshrubs

that touch the house
to prevent storm
damage and discour-

FALL ME TO STOCK UP

For melting

skip the salt. Magnesium chloride and
calcium chloride are less corrosive.
Mixwith hot water after asnowfall.

ice,

/.Atip forthe twice-

a-yearswitcheroo
fromwindow
screenstostorm
| windows (and vice
versa): Label pieces
going into storage so
you can put them up
faster next time.
Time again for
new batteriesin
smokeand CO
detectors when
clocksfall back (In
2007: November.)

CURB APPEAL

Inmostareas,
fall—not spring—
isthebesttime
toaddsod and
planttreesand
bushes. Goto
garden.orgfor
more info.

®Turn off outside
water supply. Store
hoses. If your
sprinkler systemis
below ground and
yourarea freezesin
winter, have a pro

“blow out” any water.
$$ss0t0$150

15,000

.Rewewfamlly s
fire-escape plan with
the whole household.
Check pressureand
expirationdateon
fire extinguishers.

§$ A new extin-

; guisher is $10 to $50,

_depending onssize.

0 Look inside

- bathroomvanities

and kitchen-sink
cabinets for moisture
and other signs of
leakage. Inspect
pipes for conden-
 sation or slow drips.

- ®Checkclothes
dryerventsand
hoses for lint
buildup thatcan
causeafire. Cleanif
necessary.

PRO About $130 fora

b thorough cleaning

DIY $40 for a brush-
and-rod tool like the
LintEater (go to
linteater.com).
Asimilar rig can be

| found at a good

hardware store.

Estimated
clothesdryer fires

that occur annually inthe U.S.

®Lubricatega rage-‘

doorrollerswith
light oil to avoid the
dreaded wintertime
stickies. (Test safety
features too, such as
automaticstops.)
Throughout the
house, lightly lube
locks and hinges on

windows and doors.

®Endtheyearwith [
alittle extrafinan-

cial protection: Pay
January’s mortgage
bill before Dec. 31s0
that you can deduct
more interest from
theyear's taxreturn.

® Rugs
@ Furniture

® Outdoorand
seasonal lighting

® Snowblowers
@ Power tools

SOURCES: The Home Maintenance Manual, The Virgin Homeowner, Chimney Safety Institute of America, National Association of Certified Home Inspectors, National Association of Home
Builders Research Center, National Association of Realtors, National Gardening Association, National Small Flows Clearinghouse, Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors Association.




