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A cliffhanger is a plot device that creates suspense by
ending a scene, a chapter, or a whole book with
unresolved conflict.

A red herring is a literary device that distracts the
protagonist - and the reader - from the plot or the real
villain.

Foreshadowing is a hint at what's to come. Incorporate
foreshadowing through narrator statement, dialogue,
and figurative language.

A MacGuffin is another plot device, usually an object but
it could also be a character or an idea, that pushes the
protagonist AND the antagonist into action at the start
of the story.

Chekov's Gun is a promise that if you draw the reader’s
attention to something, it will have greater significance
or importance later in the story.

Mystery Plot 

Ingredients
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MEANS: Were they able to commit the
crime? Did they have the tools,
resources, and/or the ability?

The suspects in your mystery should all have at
least one of these three things: means, motive,

and opportunity.

MOTIVE: Did they have a reason to
commit the crime?

OPPORTUNITY: Did they have the
availability to commit the crime? 

Use the suspect chart at the end of this
guide to track your suspects throughout
your story !

Suspects
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What's the context? Are there
any clues, anything that can
foreshadow future events or
hint at things to come?

Ask yourself three questions when describing the
setting in your mystery...

What's important to the
protagonist/narrator? What
would they point out to the
reader? What would  they draw
the reader's eye away from?

What's different for the reader?
Allow them to fill in the blanks
on things we assume to be true
about specific settings, and point
out what makes this setting
unique.

Describing Setting
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Mystery 

Plot 

Guide

Print out copies of the following

two pages for every chapter in

your novel. Use them to keep track

of your mystery ingredients and

suspects in your outline or

revision plan!
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Chapter  #

Red herrings referenced in this chapter:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Foreshadowing included in this chapter:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Cliffhangers (unanswered questions or unresolved conflict) at the

end of this chapter:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Where is the MacGuffin in this chapter, and did my protagonist

learn anything new about it?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Chekov's Gun introduced or "fired" in this chapter?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Important details about the setting(s) in this chapter:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
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Chapter  #

SUSPECT MEANS MOTIVE OPPORTUNITY

Notes about suspects in this chapter:

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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Michelle's books are

available on Amazon or at

Barnes & Noble or your

favorite indie bookstore!

Find Michelle online!

michelleschusterman.com

youtube.com/michelleschustermanauthor

FREE 

Create Dynamic Characters Course

https://michelleschustermancourses.thinkific.co

m/courses/create-dynamic-characters
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